Catechism Questions and Answers

Question 1
What is our only hope in life and death?

That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and death, to God
and to our Savior Jesus Christ.

Romans 14:7-8

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord'’s.

Question 2
What is God?

God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything. He is eternal, infinite,
and unchangeable in his power and perfection, goodness and glory, wisdom, justice,
and truth. Nothing happens except through him and by his will.

Psalm 86:8-10, 15

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,

nor are there any works like yours.

All the nations you have made shall come

and worship before you, O Lord,

and shall glorify your name.

For you are great and do wondrous things;

you alone are God...

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Question 3
How many persons are there in God?

There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

2 Corinthians 13:14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Question 4
How and why did God create us?




God created us male and female in his own image to know him, love him, live with
him, and glorify him. And it is right that we who were created by God should live to
his glory.

Genesis 1:27

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male
and female he created them.

Question 5
What else did God create?

God created all things by his powerful Word, and all his creation was very good;
everything flourished under his loving rule.

Genesis 1:31
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.

Question 6
How can we glorify God?

We glorify God by enjoying him, loving him, trusting him, and by obeying his will,
commands, and law.

Deuteronomy 11:1
You shall therefore love the LORD your God and keep his charge, his statutes, his
rules, and his commandments always.

Question 7
What does the law of God require?

Personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience; that we love God with all our heart, soul,
mind, and strength; and love our neighbor as ourselves. What God forbids should
never be done and what God commands should always be done.

Matthew 22: 37-40

And [Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Question 8
What is the law of God stated in the Ten Commandments?

You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in
the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below



—you shall not bow down to them or worship them. You shall not misuse the name of
the LORD your God. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Honor your
father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You
shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony. You shall not covet.

Exodus 20:3
You shall have no other gods before me.

Question 9
Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly?

Since the fall, no mere human has been able to keep the law of God perfectly, but
consistently breaks it in thought, word, and deed.

Romans 3:10-12

None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good,
not even one.

Question 10
Did God create us unable to keep his law?

No, but because of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, all of
creation is fallen; we are all born in sin and guilt, corrupt in our nature and unable to
keep God’s law.

Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned.

Question 11
What is sin?

Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, rebelling against him by
living without reference to him, not being or doing what he requires in his law—
resulting in our death and the disintegration of all creation.

1 John 3:4
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness.

Question 12
Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back into
God'’s favor?




Yes, to satisfy his justice, God himself, out of mere mercy, reconciles us to himself
and delivers us from sin and from the punishment for sin, by a Redeemer.

Isaiah 53:10-11

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul
makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall
see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make
many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.

Question 13
Who is the Redeemer?

The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, in whom God
became man and bore the penalty for sin himself.

1 Timothy 2:5
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.

Question 14
What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to God?

One who is truly human and also truly God.

Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Question 15
Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die?

Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place to deliver us
from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God. By his substitutionary
atoning death, he alone redeems us from hell and gains for us forgiveness of sin,
righteousness, and everlasting life.

Colossians 1:21-22

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him.



Question 16
Does Christ’s death mean all our sins can be forgiven?

Yes, because Christ’s death on the cross fully paid the penalty for our sin, God
graciously imputes Christ’s righteousness to us as if it were our own and will
remember our sins no more.

2 Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Question 17
What happens after death to those not united to Christ by faith?

At the day of judgment they will receive the fearful but just sentence of condemnation
pronounced against them. They will be cast out from the favorable presence of God,
into hell, to be justly and grievously punished, forever.

John 3:16-18, 36

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. . . .
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

Question 18
How can we be saved?

Only by faith in Jesus Christ and in his substitutionary atoning death on the cross; so
even though we are guilty of having disobeyed God and are still inclined to all evil,
nevertheless, God, without any merit of our own but only by pure grace, imputes to
us the perfect righteousness of Christ when we repent and believe in him.

Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Question 19
What is faith in Jesus Christ?
Faith in Jesus Christ is acknowledging the truth of everything that God has revealed

in his Word, trusting in him, and also receiving and resting on him alone for salvation
as he is offered to us in the gospel.




Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me.
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

Question 20
What do we believe by true faith?

Everything taught to us in the gospel. The Apostles’ Creed expresses what we
believe in these words: We believe in God the Father Aimighty, Maker of heaven and
earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Jude 3
| found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once
for all delivered to the saints.

Question 21
Should those who have faith in Christ seek their salvation through
their own works, or anywhere else?

No, they should not, as everything necessary to salvation is found in Christ. To seek
salvation through good works is a denial that Christ is the only Redeemer and
Savior.

Galatians 2:16

Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in
Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will
be justified.

Question 22
Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through Christ alone, must
we still do good works and obey God’s Word?

Yes, because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, also renews us by his Spirit;
so that our lives may show love and gratitude to God; so that we may be assured of
our faith by the fruits; and so that by our godly behavior others may be won to Christ.



1 Peter 2:9-12

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Question 23
Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through faith alone, where
does this faith come from?

All the gifts we receive from Christ we receive through the Holy Spirit, including faith
itself.

Titus 3:4-6

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Question 24
What is prayer?

Prayer is pouring out our hearts to God in praise, petition, confession of sin, and
thanksgiving.

Psalm 62:8
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge
for us.

Question 25
With what attitude should we pray?

With love, perseverance, and gratefulness; in humble submission to God’s will,
knowing that, for the sake of Christ, he always hears our prayers.

Philippians 4:6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.



Question 26
What should we pray?

The whole Word of God directs and inspires us in what we should pray, including the
prayer Jesus himself taught us.

Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to
be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may
have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Question 27
How is the Word of God to be read and heard?

With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with faith, store it in
our hearts, and practice it in our lives.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.

Question 28
What are the sacraments or ordinances?

The sacraments or ordinances given by God and instituted by Christ, namely
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are visible signs and seals that we are bound
together as a community of faith by his death and resurrection. By our use of them
the Holy Spirit more fully declares and seals the promises of the gospel to us.

Romans 6:4

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life.

Luke 22:19-20
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them,
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And



likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is
the new covenant in my blood.”

Question 29
What is baptism?

Baptism is the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit; it signifies and seals our adoption into Christ, our cleansing from sin, and our
commitment to belong to the Lord and to his church.

Matthew 28:19

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. . . .

Question 30
Is baptism with water the washing away of sin itself?

No, only the blood of Christ and the renewal of the Holy Spirit can cleanse us from
sin.

Luke 3:16

John answered them all, saying, “l baptize you with water, but he who is mightier
than | is coming, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Question 31
What is the Lord’s Supper?

Christ commanded all Christians to eat bread and to drink from the cup in thankful
remembrance of him and his death. The Lord’s Supper is a celebration of the
presence of God in our midst; bringing us into communion with God and with one
another; feeding and nourishing our souls. It also anticipates the day when we will
eat and drink with Christ in his Father’s kingdom.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it,
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Question 32
What is the church?




God chooses and preserves for himself a community elected for eternal life and
united by faith, who love, follow, learn from, and worship God together. God sends
out this community to proclaim the gospel and prefigure Christ’s kingdom by the
quality of their life together and their love for one another.

2 Thessalonians 2:13

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth.

Question 33
Where is Christ now?

Christ rose bodily from the grave on the third day after his death and is seated at the
right hand of the Father, ruling his kingdom and interceding for us, until he returns to
judge and renew the whole world.

Ephesians 1:20-21

He raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

Question 34
What does Christ’s resurrection mean for us?

Christ triumphed over sin and death by being physically resurrected, so that all who
trust in him are raised to new life in this world and to everlasting life in the world to
come. Just as we will one day be resurrected, so this world will one day be restored.
But those who do not trust in Christ will be raised to everlasting death.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep.

Question 35
Of what advantage to us is Christ’s ascension?

Christ physically ascended on our behalf, just as he came down to earth physically
on our account, and he is now advocating for us in the presence of his Father,
preparing a place for us, and also sends us his Spirit.

Romans 8:34
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.



Question 36
What hope does everlasting life hold for us?

It reminds us that this present fallen world is not all there is; soon we will live with
and enjoy God forever in the new city, in the new heaven and the new earth, where
we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and will inhabit renewed, resurrection
bodies in a renewed, restored creation.

Revelation 21:1-4

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God
is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for
the former things have passed away.”



